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‘Hooch Murder’ Bill Drafted by Anderson

Anti-Saloon Head Aims to Reach Those Whose Drinks
Cause Death.

William H. Anderson, State Superintendent of the Anti-Saloon
League, announced in a statement yesterday that the organization
would sponsor a measure at the upcoming State Legislature. The
measure would be known as the “Hooch Murder” bill. It says a person
can be tried for murder, and punished accordingly, if they are
suspected of selling alcohol that resulted in the death of the person
drinking it. Commenting on the measure, Mr. Anderson said:

“This bill is intended for whoever it may hit, but it is especially directed
at the immoral foreigner, usually an alien, who had largely stopped
killing with a knife from hate or with a gun for hire, and has gone into
the preparation and thoughtless selling of poison for profit.”

Vocabulary

Hooch: slang term for alcohol, commonly used in the 1920s to refer to illegal
whiskey

Alien: a foreigner who is not a citizen

Source: “Hooch Murder Bill Drafted by Anderson,” The New York Times,
November 14, 1922.




